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DI YOU KNOW?

After becoming the first African

. American to captain a vessel in

' the U.S. Navy, Smalls entered

| local politics and helped establish
' schools and social services for

. freedpeople in his hometown of

! Beaufort, South Carolina.

Robert Smalls and 259 other African Americans in
1868 helped draft the S.C. Constitution, which
was the only S.C. Constitution ever voted on by
the people of S.C. Most whites refused to vote for
it, but it was ratified by S.C. voters. In 1868 the
population of S.C. was roughly 300,000 whites
and 400,000 blacks. This Constitution was
replaced by the present S.C. Constitution of 1895,
which was not submitted to the people of S.C. for
a popular vote. The S.C. Constitution of 1895 is
the work of Bill Tillman, one of S.C.'s most racist
Governors. By 1892 Tillman finally had enough
support in the legislature to authorize a
referendum on whether to call a constitutional
convention. The convention began on September
1,1895 with an opening demand by Barnwell
County Delegate Robert Aldrich that the S.C."
Constitution on 1868 had to be repealed because
it was drafted in part by negroes and was a stain
on the reputation of S.C". The S.C. Constitution of
1895 was never put to the people of S.C. for
ratification by popular vote, under the justification
that since the people voted them into office, they
spoke for the people and ratified it on their behalf.

A Five Percent Newsletter

The legal knowledge manifested in this corner
is for informational purposes only, and not for
the purpose of providing legal advice and/or
practicing the law. Be it known that it is illegal
to practice law without a license in South
Carolina. The legal knowledge that | manifest
herein is from what | have gleaned from my
studies of the law and reading legal books. |
will share with you what | have read. Why?
Because too many of us find ourselves caught
up in the legal system, whether directly or
indirectly, and too many of us are oblivious as
to what is transpiring in this legal system. It is
my intent to manifest herein, basic information
on the legal system, your rights within it, and
pull you out of the ignorance of the legal
system, and hopefully enable you to share this
information with others who don't know and
may find themselves or a loved one, caught
within the grips of the legal system. In any
system in society, be it business, schools,
sports, politics, etc.., those who most find
themselves at a disadvantage and/or
manipulated in or by that system, are those
individuals who do not know how that system
works or the rules and regulations, written and
unwritten, which governs the function of that
system. | will endeavor herein to reveal this
system and the rules and regulations which
governs its function, as well as your rights
within the judicial system. What constitutes an
arrest, what is an arrest warrant, who can
make an arrest, what must be done if you find
yourself arrested, what are your rights if you
get indicted for a crime, etc....And on the civil
side, what are your civil rights, what do you do
if an individual or the state violates your civil
rights, what is a tort claim, etc.... Within this
corner, | will manifest a basic knowledge of
these topics. A more in-depth manifestation
will be posted on the site. Again, | am not a
practicing attorney, however | am a Certified
Legal Assistant/Paralegal. | am not licensed to
practice law. The legal knowledge that |
manifest is solely for informational purposes.
To share with you what | have read (learned).
Let the learning begin. Peace!



